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statements were true ?t is hard to justify their
publication so soon after the poet's death and
while relatives are alive to whom such revelations
would be the most refined form of torture. But
Miss Swinburne shows, in her exposure in the
" Times," that two statements made by Mr. Gosse
are not true, and thus she has thrown upon all the
other statements a shadow of suspicion.
It will be noted that Mr. Douglas says
in " London Opinion" : " The Dictionary of
National Biography is becoming a quite notorious
publication . . . The Memoir of King Edward
has provoked a tempest of controversy . . . The
* Dictionary * can rush in where journalists fear to
tread. It says things about King Edward that no
newspaper would have ventured to suggest"
In the opening chapter of " Vanity Fair " we
are told some interesting things about Becky
Sharp and the "Dbconary." Miss Sharp and
Miss Amelia Sedley were leaving (in Mrs, Sedley's
coach) Miss Pinkerton's Academy for young
ladies on Chiswick Mall. Miss Sedley had been
presented with a copy of " the Great Lexico-
grapher's " standard work. Miss Jemima Pinker-
ton wished her sister, the head of the' Academy* to
give Becky one also, and she took a copy from the
shelf for presentation to Miss Sharp, but Jemima
was bidden to " replace the Dixonary in the closet
and never take such a liberty in future/5 Despite
this admonition, however, kind-hearted Jemima
handed Miss Sharp a copy of the book, together
with some sandwiches, as the coach was driving off*